A STUDY OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS    155
work at the next Hague Conference, in agreement with the friendly and allied Powers, the question of the simultaneous limitation of armaments " (February 23, 1911). But the same France noted with singular satisfaction on April 30, IQII, the cautious and lukewarm terms in which the British Sovereign, addressing the Lord Mayor after the Guildhall Meeting held to consider the proposals of the President of the United States of America, perfunctorily affirmed his " gratification " at receiving " these records of opinions, unanimously expressed, upon a question of such supreme and far-reaching importance, by an assemblage so representative of the various lines of thought in our religious, political and social life."
Late in the evening of May 9,1911, the news reached Paris and Berlin that the Provincial Committee of the Reichsland, the Delegation of Alsace-Lorraine, had that afternoon been prorogued. The Imperial Cabinet order dissolving this Assembly was dated May 6, the first day of the Emperor's visit to Alsace, and was issued from Strasbourg. Forty-eight hours later the Alsace-Lorraine Constitution and Finance Bills were rejected by the Committee of the Reichstag. Commenting on the confusion that reigned in the Committee previous to the rejection of these measures, the Berlin correspondent of The Times observed : " Now, as so often, one is tempted to believe that most people in Berlin and throughout the greater part of the German Empire know no more about Alsace-Lorraine than about the German colonies, if they indeed know as much." Paris, France in general, were fortunately better informed.
There is a certain historical document which may have been forgotten in Berlin, which, no doubt, is little known in London and in Washington, but which, if it does not yet figure, as it ought to figure, on the walls of every French school, is still fresh in the memories of most French men. It is the unanimous Declaration of the Deputies of the French Departments of the Bas-Rhin, the Haut-Rhin, the